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Global Issues in Design and Visuality in the 21st Century 
 
Global Now: Fall Semester 2012 
   
“The patterns are simple, but followed together, they make for a whole that is wiser than the 
sum of its parts. Go for a walk; cultivate hunches; write everything down, but keep your folders 
messy; embrace serendipity; make generative mistakes; take on multiple hobbies; frequent 
coffeehouses and other liquid networks; follow the links; let others build on your ideas; borrow, 
recycle; reinvent. Build a tangled bank.”  

— Steven Berlin Johnson 
 (Where Good Ideas Come From: The Natural History of Innovation)  

 
Due in Recitation 
 

Abstracts: Week 2 – Week 11 
Presentations: Week 3 – Week 12 

 
Assignment 
 
Surf the global flow of information for news.  What’s happening in the world that is global in 
scope and that plays out across some, or a full range of scales – personal, local, urban, 
regional, national, or trans-national and that can be seen through the lens of design? Sort, 
scrape, read, browse, search, filter, mine, or prospect among the various news sources that are 
the primary platforms for the circulation of ideas today – twitter, Facebook, blogs, newspapers 
(yes they still exist!), journals, magazines, etc and locate an issue, event, story, product, design, 
exhibition, etc. that resonates with the issues we are discussing in class – and record that event 
in the following manner (there is a sample on Blackboard or hyperlinked below): 
 
Headline: 
Date: 
Source: 
Abstract (no more than 150 words): 
Link: 
Global Issue: 
Primary Design Lens: 
Secondary Design Lens: 
 
(*Note: this has been adapted for our section.) Every week, from week 2 through week 11 you 
must find one event—one wrinkle in the “Global Now” that you want to discuss.  Please post the 
assignment on the course blog by Thursday at noon. We will discuss these posts in class. You 
will be graded on your post as well as your participation in the discussion. 
 
Come prepared to: 

• present your ideas clearly; 
• to engage with the ideas of your colleagues (you should have two specific comments or 

questions written in your notes to contribute to the class discussion); and  
• to connect the examples—your own and those of your colleagues—to course readings 

and themes.  


